UC San Diego Partners with
County on Framework to Guide
Decarbonization of Regional
Economy

Effort is first county approach in nation
By Donna Durckel and Christine Clark | UC San Diego News
The County of San Diego announced the development of a science-based
approach to decarbonizing the region’s economy called the Regional
Decarbonization Framework (RDF). Decarbonization is about reducing the gases
in the atmosphere that trap heat. The goal is to achieve a balance of the carbon
cycle in nature. This will be the nation’s first, truly localized effort and is being
crafted with expertise from the UC San Diego School of Global Policy and
Strategy and the Energy Policy Initiatives Center (EPIC) at the University of San
Diego School of Law. This Framework, directed by the County Board of
Supervisors on January 27, 2021, will help guide the region toward zero-carbon
emissions.

The Framework will recommend paths forward for the following sectors of San
Diego County’s economy: energy, land use, transportation, industry and building.
To build the Framework, Gordon McCord, associate teaching professor of
Economics, will lead the UC San Diego team of six technical experts in energy,
transportation and buildings systems to chart the pathways that reduce carbon in
the region. To ensure equity is upheld in the Framework and the local
government policies that follow, EPIC will compare recommended RDF policies to
existing local government policies and identify gaps that should be addressed so
underserved communities are included.
“The County of San Diego is committed to reducing its carbon footprint and
creating lasting change that benefits generations to come,” said Deputy Chief
Administrative Officer Sarah Aghassi. “We are proud to partner with UC San
Diego and EPIC that will provide the technical and analytical expertise needed to
build this science-based Framework that guides future policy decisions,” she
added.
“The collaboration with the County of San Diego is an example of the UC San
Diego School of Global Policy and Strategy’s strengths in developing policy
analysis that helps address the complex challenges of our time,” said UC San
Diego Chancellor Pradeep K. Khosla. “In this case, the school is creating a
scientific framework to help inform policies that will improve the lives of San
Diegans and address the critical need of reducing CO2 emissions.”
The Framework is a vision document being developed collaboratively through a
locally based public-private partnership. The approach will serve as a model for
other local governments throughout the nation. Actual decarbonization results
will come from its adoption and the implementation of policies enacted by various
jurisdictions.
“By bringing business, labor, environment and community stakeholders together,
we have our best chance at fighting climate change locally and improving our
collective future,” said the County Land Use & Environment Group’s Program
Manager for Regional Sustainability, Murtaza Baxamusa.
Climate change has economic, social and environmental impacts. It has
immediate and long-term effects on our communities, ecosystems, food
production, health, safety, jobs, businesses and overall quality of life in San Diego

region.
The regionally focused Framework is different from the County’s Climate Action
Plan Update (CAP) which is solely County-managed, limits GHGs from activities
only within the County’s municipal control and is tied to its General Plan.
More information about the Framework, including the September 13 public
workshop, can be found on its website.

